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Year-End Tax Planning--Special Concerns for 2010
Year-end tax planning is as
much about 2011 as it is about
2010. Often, there's a real
opportunity for year-end tax
savings when you can predict
that you'll be paying taxes at a lower rate in one
year than in the other. For example, under the
right circumstances, deferring a year-end bonus
or potentially accelerating deductions into the
current year can pay off in a big way. Of
course, to effectively plan, it helps to have a
good idea of what next year's tax rates will be.
Unfortunately, as 2010 draws to a close, 2011
brings some uncertainty in that regard.

property held for five years or more). Qualifying
dividends will be taxed as ordinary income. The
president has proposed to permanently extend
the 0% and 15% rates, with a new 20% rate
applying to high-income individuals (those in
the 36% and 39.6% tax brackets). Again,
though, that all depends on what Congress
does in the next few months.
Other considerations

• 2010 Roth IRA conversions: A special rule
applies to Roth IRA conversions in 2010 that
allows you to postpone paying federal income
tax on the income that results from the
conversion. Instead of including the taxable
Will there be higher tax rates in 2011?
income that results from the conversion on
Currently, there are six marginal federal income
your 2010 federal income tax return (still an
tax brackets: 10%, 15%, 25%, 28%, 33%, and
option if you so choose), you can report half
35%. These brackets--the result of 2001 tax
the income on your 2011 return and half on
legislation--expire at the end of 2010. As things
your 2012 return. Whether a Roth conversion
stand now, in 2011 the 10% bracket
makes sense for you depends on your
disappears, and the remaining brackets return
individual circumstances, including your
to their pre-2001 levels: 15%, 28%, 31%, 36%,
marginal income tax rate in 2011 and 2012.
and 39.6%. Though it would take action by
• Alternative minimum tax (AMT): In a
Congress, the president has indicated that he
now-familiar pattern, legislation that
would like to permanently extend the 2010
temporarily increased AMT exemption
rates for individuals earning less than $200,000
amounts, forestalling a dramatic increase in
and married couples earning less than
the number of individuals ensnared by the tax
$250,000 (these dollar benchmarks would be
expired at the end of 2009. Congress is likely
reduced by an amount that reflected the
to act, but the specifics are uncertain.
standard deduction and exemption amounts),
• Required minimum distributions (RMDs): The
but allow the two highest brackets to return to
requirement to take minimum distributions
36% and 39.6% for higher earners.
from IRAs and defined contribution plans was
What about long-term capital gains?
temporarily suspended for 2009; minimum
distribution requirements are once again in
Currently, long-term capital gain is generally
taxed at a maximum rate of 15%. If you're in the effect for 2010.
10% or 15% marginal income tax bracket in
• Pending legislation: Legislation is pending to
2010, though, a special 0% rate applies (in
extend some popular provisions that had
other words, you owe no tax on any long-term
expired, including the ability to deduct state
capital gain). The same rates apply to qualified
and local sales tax in lieu of income tax on
dividends received in 2010.
Schedule A, the additional standard deduction
for state and local real property tax, and the
These rates also expire at the end of the year.
above-the-line deduction for qualified tuition
The maximum rate on long-term capital gain in
2011 will generally increase to 20%, with a 10% and related expenses. And additional
legislation is likely, too, so stay up-to-date.
rate applying to individuals in the lowest tax
bracket (special rules would apply to qualifying
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How Will Financial Reform Affect You?
In response to an outcry for reform, on July 21,
2010, President Obama signed the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection
Act into law. Much of the legislation centers on
new regulations affecting how Wall Street
functions, including the infusion of new powers
in the Federal Reserve, and new government
authority to shut down large financial
companies on the brink of failure.

The new law offers a
reward to
whistle-blowers with
information that leads
to monetary sanctions
of more than $1 million.
Whistle-blowers will
receive 10% to 30% of
the amount collected
from the offender.

and benefits of a mortgage offered to a
potential borrower. Prepayment penalties on
balloon loans and adjustable-rate mortgages
(ARMS) are banned and must be disclosed on
other loans. If you have a hybrid ARM, the
lender must give you at least six months notice
in advance of any change in the interest rate.
And if you're unable to make your mortgage
payments as a result of losing your job or
because of a medical condition, you may now
Nevertheless, while the bulk of the legislation is
qualify for up to $50,000 in assistance loaned
aimed at Wall Street, most consumers want to
through HUD's existing Emergency Mortgage
know how the law will affect them. Here are
Assistance Fund.
some of the provisions that may directly affect
consumers like you.
Lenders are prohibited from refinancing an
existing mortgage unless the new mortgage
Revised mortgage lending practices
offers a net benefit to the borrower, and
The legislation institutes new mortgage lending borrowers are entitled to a copy of the lender's
rules intended to provide more borrower
appraisal of the property no later than three
protection. For instance, lenders will have to
days prior to the closing.
follow defined standards to verify whether,
Consumer protection provisions
based on income, credit history, and other data,
a borrower has a reasonable ability to repay a
The law provides for regulation of consumer
loan including associated taxes and insurance. financial products under the auspices of a
And if the lender doesn't adhere to this "ability
single agency: the Consumer Financial
to repay" standard, or if the mortgage has
Protection Bureau. This government entity will
excessive fees or abusive terms, the borrower serve as a consumer protection watchdog, able
may raise those factors as a defense to
to write rules for consumer protections
foreclosure without regard to any statute of
governing all financial institutions--banks and
limitations.
other institutions offering consumer financial
services or products. This agency will also
Lenders also must retain at least a 5% interest
regulate the private student loan industry while
in loans they make that don't meet certain
giving students access to information about
standards, so that a lender will be less inclined
private student loans.
to make a loan to a borrower who can't afford it;
the law is also designed to prevent a lender
Increase in FDIC account protection
from selling the loan and passing all of the risk
During the financial crisis, the Federal Deposit
of default onto the secondary mortgage buyer.
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) temporarily
While these rules may limit the size of the
increased the amount it will insure on deposit
mortgage you qualify for, they're intended to
accounts in FDIC-insured banks from $100,000
prevent you from being steered into a loan
to $250,000. The law makes the $250,000 limit
that's not suitable for you. Lenders can no
permanent. For example, you and your spouse
longer provide mortgage originators and loan
can each have separate deposit accounts as
officers with financial incentives such as higher well as a single joint account and qualify for up
commissions for directing potential borrowers to to $1 million worth of total FDIC protection.
mortgages with higher interest rates. And
Another change is your ability to get your credit
lenders can't coerce or encourage an appraiser
score for free if you were turned down for
to make a faulty appraisal of a property's value
credit, housing, or a job based, in part, on your
so the borrower may obtain a loan more easily.
credit score. You can also get your credit score
Making the entire process of obtaining a loan
if your credit card company changes your credit
more transparent is a key goal of financial
terms based on a negative credit score. The
reform. For instance, loan originators of
free look at your credit score isn't available if
residential mortgages must disclose any
you don't have a negative credit experience,
conflicts of interest and compare costs
however.
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Using Yield to Evaluate Stocks and Bonds
A core consideration for income investors is an
investment's yield, which indicates the value of
the payments you'll receive. Yield can be a
useful tool in considering whether you'd rather
try to generate future income from bonds or
stocks, and whether its price is appropriate.

bond markets as a whole. A method informally
known as the Fed model can help you estimate
whether stocks are overvalued or undervalued
relative to bonds. (However, the so-called Fed
model is not officially endorsed by the Federal
Reserve.)

Dividend yield

Though there are variations on the method, the
original model compares the yield on the
10-year Treasury note to the forward-earnings
yield per share of the S&P 500. Earnings yield
is calculated in much the same way as dividend
yield is: by dividing the per-share earnings
forecast (rather than the anticipated dividend)
for the next 12 months by the current share
price. If the result is lower than the yield to
maturity on a 10-year Treasury note, stocks
might be overpriced. Why? Because the
Treasury note offers a higher yield that involves
less risk. On the other hand, if the
forward-earnings yield on stocks is higher, then
you're at least being compensated for the
higher risk involved with stocks.

Dividend yield reflects how much of a
company's value gets passed on to
shareholders. To calculate it, divide the annual
dividend by the price for a share of the
company's common stock. For example, if a
stock offers a $1.75 annual dividend and its
share price is $50, its dividend yield would be
3.5%.
A stock's yield also can help you determine
whether a stock is undervalued or overvalued
relative to its projected income. The dividend
discount model uses dividend yield to calculate
what the current value of a stock should be
based on its anticipated dividends in the future.
If dividends are expected to grow rapidly, the
present value of a stock should be higher than
if dividends are expected to remain relatively
static.
Dividend yield only goes so far as a valuation
tool. Obviously, a company isn't necessarily
worthless just because it may not pay
dividends, and the calculation is only as good
as the assumptions it's based on. A company
can always cut its dividend (just ask
shareholders of the nation's banks), in which
case the present value of that income
stream--and presumably the stock's
price--would also drop. A company's growth
rate may vary over its life cycle; trying to guess
when dividends might change and by how
much makes the dividend discount calculation
even more challenging.
Bond yields
There are many different measures of yield on
a bond. Current yield can tell you what your
periodic interest payments represent as a
percentage of your initial investment. However,
for purposes of comparison with other
investments, you may also want to consider the
value of those interest payments over the life of
the bond, including what you could earn by
reinvesting those payments at the yield
available when you bought it. That's measured
by a bond's yield to maturity.
Comparing stock and bond yields
In addition to being a tool for evaluating
individual stocks and bonds, yield can be used
to assess the relative value of the stock and

Chart calculated on 10-year Treasury yields
and 12-month actual operating earnings for
S&P 500 as of December 31 of each year, plus
current yield and forward earnings forecast as
of April 2010. Data sources: Standard & Poor's,
U.S. Treasury.
However, for the average investor, the model
also has flaws. If earnings prove weaker than
predicted, actual stock yield might not be as
high, which would throw off the comparison.
Also, using trailing earnings over the previous
12 months rather than forward earnings as your
yardstick would give you a different result.
Dramatic swings in Treasury prices can make
stocks seem less expensive than they might be
when compared to their historical performance.
And even if equities or bonds appear cheap,
there's no guarantee either one won't be an
even better bargain in the future.
Yield shouldn't be the only factor in your
decision, but it can help you compare apples
and oranges.

"In addition to being a
tool for evaluating
individual stocks and
bonds, yield can be used
to assess the relative
value of the stock and
bond markets as a
whole."

Ask the Experts
Will the new health-care law affect my Medicare drug
plan?

Century Financial
Advisors, Inc.
James Sanders, CFP®,
MS, MFA, OSJ
President
1318 23rd Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
701-237-3453
fax: 701-893-3453
jsanders@fscadvisor.com
www.centuryfinancialadvisors.com

Forefield Inc. does not provide
legal, tax, or investment advice.
All content provided by Forefield
is protected by copyright.
Forefield is not responsible for
any modifications made to its
materials, or for the accuracy of
information provided by other
sources.

Yes, it might. Many Medicare
Part D beneficiaries have had to
pay for prescriptions
out-of-pocket after reaching a gap in their
annual coverage, referred to as the "donut
hole." Currently, if you're a Medicare Part D
beneficiary, you may pay up to an additional
$3,610, out-of-pocket, for medicines after
reaching an initial threshold of $2,830 in total
prescription drug costs (including Part D
payments, beneficiary co-pays, and
deductibles). But, in 2010, if you fall in the
coverage gap, you will receive a $250 rebate.
Starting in 2011, you will receive a 50%
discount on the cost of brand-name drugs in the
coverage gap. Additionally, a reduction in
coinsurance for generic drugs in the coverage
gap will be phased in, starting in 2011, and a
similar reduction in coinsurance for brand-name
drugs begins in 2013. By 2020, a combination
of federal subsidies and a reduction in
co-payments will reduce your total
out-of-pocket costs for medications in the donut
hole to 25%.

Another change affecting Medicare Part D
beneficiaries relates to full-benefit dual-eligible
beneficiaries (individuals eligible for both
Medicaid and Medicare). Dual-eligible
beneficiaries receiving institutional care, such
as in a nursing home facility, do not owe any
co-payments for prescriptions covered by Part
D. However, dual-eligible beneficiaries
receiving long-term care services at home or in
a day-care community setting are subject to
such co-payments. Beginning in 2012, the new
legislation removes this imbalance; individuals
receiving services at home or in a community
setting will no longer be subject to
co-payments.
Also, beginning in 2011, the time period during
which Part D and Medicare Advantage
beneficiaries can make changes to their
coverage is extended and runs from October 15
through December 7. This extension should
provide more time for beneficiaries to consider
their options while ensuring that any benefit
changes are properly incorporated into the plan
for the following year.

Does the new health-care reform law affect health
spending accounts?
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Yes. The new health-care
reform legislation impacts
flexible spending
arrangements (FSAs),
health reimbursement arrangements (HRAs),
health savings accounts (HSAs), and Archer
medical savings accounts (MSAs).

for other than qualified medical expenses are
subject to ordinary income tax plus a penalty
tax. In the case of HSAs, the penalty is 10%,
and for Archer MSAs the penalty is 15%.
However, the health-care reform legislation
increases the tax penalty for both of these
plans to 20%, beginning in 2011.

Over-the-counter medications. Beginning in
2011, FSAs and HRAs will not be able to make
reimbursements for the cost of over-the-counter
medications, and HSA and Archer MSA
distributions used to pay for the cost of
over-the-counter medications will not be made
on a tax-free basis. However, insulin and
over-the-counter medications prescribed by a
physician will still be reimbursable on a
tax-favored basis by these plans. You may
want to stock up on your over-the-counter
drugs to take advantage of the available
reimbursement before the end of this year.

FSA contribution limit. If you participate in an
FSA as part of a cafeteria plan, beginning in
2013, the annual amount available for
reimbursement for qualified medical expenses
is limited to $2,500 (this figure will be adjusted
for inflation in subsequent years). This
reduction does not apply to health FSAs that
aren't part of a cafeteria plan.

Tax increase on nonqualified distributions.
Generally, distributions from HSAs and Archer
MSAs for qualified medical expenses are
received income-tax free. Plan distributions

If these changes will affect you, and you or a
family member needs substantial dental work
such as orthodontia, or corrective vision
surgery, you might want to plan for and address
these needs prior to 2013. And remember,
FSAs are subject to the "use it or lose it" rule,
meaning that any pretax money in your plan
that is not used by the end of the plan year is
forfeited.

